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1 Introduction

(1)a. I {am/*is/*are} a student.
b. L’homme est {grand/*grande}.
c. der gute Mann/des guten Mannes

Roadmap
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Features 
(2) a. Person

b. Number
c. Gender
d. Case
e. Honorificity ??

Goal of this talk
(3) a. Make ourselves familiar with honorificity across languages

b. Consider implications of honorifics for the discussion of 
agreement in general.



2 Classification
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2 Classification

Person, Gender, Case, Number

Honoricifity
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Honorificity: relational

[PN: _____ ] [RESPECT: _____ , _____ ]

the respect-holder

one-place property two-place property

the respected person

Target = 

(i) The referent of an argument NP

(ii) The addressee

(iii) None



2 Classification
Classification

2020/7/8 Honorificity 5

Target = 

(i) The referent of an argument NP

(ii) The addressee

(iii) None

Content-honorifics

Utterance-honorifics

Others

Positions

NP           Predicate

HERE! HERE!



2.1 Content-Honorifics
(A) NPs
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2.1 Content-Honorifics
A-1. Titles
Type A: common noun-origin
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NP           Predicate

HERE!
(1) English NN compounds

a. Detective Conan has arrived.
b. Mister Schneider has arrived.
c. Queen Elizabeth has arrived.
d. President Portner has arrived.

(2) Japanese 
erizabesu zyoooo-ga tootyakusi-ta.
Elizabeth queen-nom arrive-PST
‘Queen Elizabeth has arrived.’

Type B: suffix
(3) Japanese 

erizabesu-san-ga tootyakusi-ta.
Elizabeth-Ms.-nom arrive-PST
‘Ms. Elizabeth has arrived.’



2.1 Content-Honorifics
A-2. Pronouns
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NP           Predicate

HERE!

(1)



2.1 Content-Honorifics
A-2. Pronouns
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NP           Predicate

HERE!

(2)



2.1 Content-Honorifics
A-2. Pronouns
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NP           Predicate

HERE!

(3)



2.1 Content-Honorifics
A-2. Pronouns
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NP           Predicate

HERE!

(4)



2.1 Content-Honorifics
A-2. Pronouns
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NP           Predicate

HERE!

(5)



2.1 Content-Honorifics
A-2. Pronouns
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NP           Predicate

HERE!

(6)



2.1 Content-Honorifics
A-2. Pronouns
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NP           Predicate

HERE!

(7)



2.1 Content-Honorifics
A-3. Associatives
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NP           Predicate

HERE!

(1) Japanese
a. kimi-tati-wa gakusei da-ne.

you-ASS-TOP student COP-SFP
`you are students, right?’

b. kimi-ra-wa gakusei da-ne.
you-ASS-TOP student COP-SFP
`you are students, right?’



2.1 Content-Honorifics
A-4. Case Markers

2020/7/8 Honorificity 16

NP           Predicate

HERE!(1) Korean

(2) 

(3) Japanese (cf., no/ga)

(4) Magahi (NP+ -aa)



2.1 Content-Honorifics
(B) Predicates

2020/7/08 17



2.1 Content-Honorifics
B-1. Subject-honorifics

2020/7/8 Honorificity 18

NP           Predicate

(1) Korean

HERE!

(cf. grammaticalization into addressee-honorifics)



2.1 Content-Honorifics
B-1. Subject-honorifics
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NP   Predicate
(2) Japanese

a.sensei-wa kare-ni soodan s-are-ta.
teacher-TOP he-DAT consult do-SH-PST
‘The teacher [HON] consulted him.’

HERE!

c.sensei-wa kare-ni soodan nasat-ta.
teacher-TOP he-DAT consult do.SH-PST
‘The teacher [HON] consulted him.’

d.sensei-wa kare-ni go-soodan nasat-ta.
teacher-TOP he-DAT HON-consult do.SH-PST
‘The teacher [HON] consulted him.’

e.sensei-wa kare-ni go-soodan-ni nat-ta.
teacher-TOP he-DAT HON-consult-DAT become-PST
‘The teacher [HON] consulted him.’

b.sensei-wa kare-ni go-soodan s-are-ta.
teacher-TOP he-DAT HON-consult do-SH-PST
‘The teacher [HON] consulted him.’

Too many…



2.1 Content-Honorifics
B-1. Subject-honorifics
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NP   Predicate
(3) Magahi

HERE!



2.1 Content-Honorifics
B-2. Object-honorifics
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NP           Predicate

(1) Korean 

HERE!

In Korean, OH is “a historical residue of an older suffix that used to show 
the speaker’s humility and deference towards the object of a sentence , 
but today it is observable mainly in a few special vocabulary items (Kim 
and Renaud 2009: Sec 10.1.3.1.2).”



2.1 Content-Honorifics
B-2. Object-honorifics
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NP           Predicate

(2) Japanese
a. taro-ga tanaka sensei-ni hanako-o go-syookai si-ta.

Taro-NOM Tanaka teacher-DAT Hanako-ACC HON-introduce do-PST
`Taro introduced Hanako to Prof. Tanaka.

HERE!

b. taro-ga tanaka sensei-ni hanako-o go-syookai moosiage-ta.
Taro-NOM Tanaka teacher-DAT Hanako-ACC HON-introduce say.OH-PST
`Taro introduced Hanako to Prof. Tanaka.



2.2 Utterance-Honorifics
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2.2 Utterance-Honorifics
C-1. Addressee-honorifics
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NP           Predicate
(1) Japanese

yuki-ga hutte i-masi-ta. 
snow-NOM fall PRG-AH-PST
`It was snowing (lit. Snowflakes were falling).’

(2) Korean

(3) Thai

HERE!



2.2 Utterance-Honorifics
C-1. Addressee-honorifics
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NP           Predicate
(4) Tamil

(5) Punjabi

(6) Magahi

HERE!



2.2 Utterance-Honorifics
C-1. Addressee-honorifics
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NP           Predicate
(7) Poguli (Verma 1991)

(8) Basque

(9) Burmese

HERE!



2.2 Utterance-Honorifics
C-2. Addressee-upgraders
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NP           Predicate

(1) Japanese
a. yuki-ga hutte i-masi-ta. 

snow-NOM fall PRG-AH-PST
`It was snowing (lit. Snowflakes were falling).’

HERE!

b. yuki-ga hutte ori-masi-ta. 
snow-NOM fall PRG.AHU-AH-PST
`It was snowing (lit. Snowflakes were falling).’



2.2 Utterance-Honorifics
C-3. Phrase-peripheries
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NP           Predicate

HERE!

(1) Japanese



2.2 Utterance-Honorifics
C-4. Polarity adverbs
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NP    Predicate
(1) English

a. Yes sir! I will!
b. ?? Yeah sir! I will! HERE!

(2) Japanese
a. {hai / #un} wakari-masi-ta.

yes/yeah understand-AH-PST
‘Yes, I understood.’ (Polite)

b. {#hai / un} wakari-ta.
yes/yeah understand-PST
‘Yeah, I understood.’ (Casual)

(3) Bhojpuri
kaa jii Thiik Thaak baanii na
what PRT well same is PRT
‘So, sir are you ok!’



2.2 Utterance-Honorifics
C-5. Vocatives
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NP    Predicate

(1) Romanian

HERE!

a. m �𝑎𝑎i Radu Informal
VOC Radu

b. Radu Formal
Radu



3 Theoretical issues

2020/6/24 31



3 Theoretical Issues
3.1 Agreement or not
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(1) Japanese Object-Honorifics (Niinuma 2003)

‘Taro introduced Prof. Tanaka to Mary.’



3 Theoretical Issues
3.2 Interaction among Honorifics
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(1) Subject-honorifics × Addressee-honorifics (Magahi, Alok to apper)



3 Theoretical Issues
3.2 Interaction among Honorifics
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(2) Subject-honorifics × Addressee-honorifics × Sentence Mood
(Yamada 2019)

34

directing
directing
directing

[COMMAND]
[OFFER]

[ENTREATY]

Sentence type
Illocutionary 
force



3 Theoretical Issues
3.2 Interaction among Honorifics

2020/7/8 Honorificity 35

(2) Subject-honorifics × Addressee-honorifics × Sentence Mood
(Yamada 2019)



3 Theoretical Issues
3.2 Interaction among Honorifics
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(2) Subject-honorifics × Addressee-honorifics × Sentence Mood
(Yamada 2019)



3 Theoretical Issues
3.2 Interaction among Honorifics
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(2) Subject-honorifics × Addressee-honorifics × Sentence Mood
(Yamada 2019)



3 Theoretical Issues
3.3 Embedded AHs
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(1) Typological differences

(2)



3 Theoretical Issues
3.3 Embedded AHs
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(3) Japanese  



Q&A
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Questions!
Questions
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• Since performative honorifics do not require an SSS, in which contexts 
are they needed? 

• Does the object honorification of the verb “be” exist, since it can be a 
voluntary action or not in some contexts? 

• Do the politeness levels plain, polite and hyperpolite change with the 
context in which they’re said? Can talking in a “hyperpolite” way be seen 
as something bad?



Questions!
Questions
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I’m confused about understanding the morphology of regular and suppletive
forms. From what I understand suppletive formed honorifics are more polite 
way to speak than the regular forms. 

When is it required to use suppletive formed honorifics instead of regular 
verb with prefix and auxiliary verb? 

Are there cases when it is possible to choose any of these forms? 

I didn’t understand the difference in syntactic derivation between (23 a) and 
(23 b). It is also not clear for me the function of PRO in Japanese sentences, 
for example in (23b) isogasi-i toki ‘the moment PRO is busy’ 

In English sentences PRO (“big pro”) occurs in the subject position in a non-
finite complement clause. However, I didn’t understand how it works in 
Japanese sentences. In the table 8 (p.504) it was explained that INF=the 
infinitive form, or ren’yoo-kei, of a verb. What is ren’yoo-kei?



Questions!
Questions
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So, I was curious as to what SBS would be referring to (my mind 
wandered in dark places, at first). Apparently, it refers to donatory 
verbs, therefore, it refers to a giving--receiving relationship. This was 
helpful: http://buna.yorku.ca/japanese/ejlt/donatory_verbs.pdf Here 
are some abbreviations that may be helpful for our discussion 
tomorrow. 

SSS: Socially Superior to the Speaker 
SIS: Socially Inferior to the Speaker 
SES: Socially Equal to the Speaker 
SBS: Socially Belonging to the Speaker

http://buna.yorku.ca/japanese/ejlt/donatory_verbs.pdf


5 Addressee-honorifics
5.1 Levels/sources
applicative (JAP)
plurality (MAGHI)
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NP           Predicate

(14)Magahi (Alok 2012)

(i) Suffix

Feature Geometry
HIGH piggy-backs on HON
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