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Abstract: When it comes to honorific verbal suffixes, many would think

that they are restricted to few East-Asian languages (e.g., Korean and

Japanese). However, the recent survey has revealed that geneologically

unrelated languages also possess comparable constructions (Yamada

2019, to appear).

In the first half of this presentation, we will examine such cross-linguistic

variation, and in so doing try to pin down the peculiarities of Japanese

addressee-honorific verbal suffixes.

The second half of this study approaches these peculiarities from a

theoretical perspective, presenting an analysis as to how the

commonality and differences among honorific expressions emerge in

human languages. In particular, we discuss the interaction between

honorific verbal suffixes and second-person honorific subjects.



PART I

Honorific suffixes across the 

world

Typology
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Morphosyntactic Features

‘STARS!’- Number, Person, Gender, Case: 

- Honorificity: a marginal status

Honorificity

In/around the nominal domain

In/around the verbal domain

In/around the clause periphery
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PronounsPronouns

In/around the nominal domain

Common nounsCommon nouns Derivational suffixesDerivational suffixes

He goes.

Subject-honorificsSubject-honorifics

In/around the verbal domain

Object-honorificsObject-honorifics

argument

predicate
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Subject-honorificsSubject-honorifics

In/around the verbal domain

Object-honorificsObject-honorifics

Subject-honorifics

(1) Middle Japanese
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Subject-honorificsSubject-honorifics

In/around the verbal domain

Object-honorificsObject-honorifics

Object-honorifics

(1) Middle Japanese
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He goes.

Addressee-honorificsAddressee-honorifics

Clause periphery

AH-upgradersAH-upgraders

Honorifics in clause periphery



Introduction

Mar. 12, 2021
Osaka University/ZAS International Joint Research 

Promotion Program 1 st Workshop 2021
10

Addressee-honorificsAddressee-honorifics

Clause periphery

AH-upgradersAH-upgraders

(2)

Addressee honorifics
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Addressee-honorificsAddressee-honorifics

Clause periphery

AH-upgradersAH-upgraders

Addressee-honorific upgraders
Dependency on an AH-marker



2 Towards the typology of 
addressee-honorifics

Yamada, Akitaka (to appear, manuscript) Honorificity. In The Wiley
Blackwell Companion to Morphology, ed. by Peter Ackema, Sabrina
Bendjaballah, Eulàlia Bonet, and Antonio Fábregas.

The manuscript is available online:

https://www.akitaka-yamada-georgetown-university.com/publications
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Typological parameters

RealizationRealization

Parameters for typological variations

PositionPosition SourceSource InteractionInteraction

Addressee honorifics

Morphosyntactic 
Realization

Pronunciation
site/position

Historical 
development/source

Grammatical
interaction



Addressee-honorific markers

Mar. 12, 2021
Osaka University/ZAS International Joint Research 

Promotion Program 1 st Workshop 2021
14

Typological parameters

RealizationRealization

Parameters for typological variations

PositionPosition SourceSource InteractionInteraction

Addressee honorifics

Morphosyntactic 
Realization

Pronunciation
site/position

Historical 
development/source

Grammatical
interaction



Addressee-honorific markers

Mar. 12, 2021
Osaka University/ZAS International Joint Research 

Promotion Program 1 st Workshop 2021
15

Parameter 1: Morphosyntactic realization

RealizationRealization

Parameters for typological variations

Independent morpheme

(3) a. Japanese

b. Burmese

PositionPosition SourceSource InteractionInteraction
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Parameter 1: Morphosyntactic realization

RealizationRealization

Parameters for typological variations

Fusion

Gender(4)

PositionPosition SourceSource InteractionInteraction
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Parameter 1: Morphosyntactic realization
Fusion

Korean

Sentence-mood(5)

RealizationRealization

Parameters for typological variations

PositionPosition SourceSource InteractionInteraction
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Parameter 1: Morphosyntactic realization
Fusion

Subject-honorifics

Magahi

(6)

RealizationRealization

Parameters for typological variations

PositionPosition SourceSource InteractionInteraction
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Typological parameters

RealizationRealization

Parameters for typological variations

PositionPosition SourceSource InteractionInteraction

Addressee honorifics

Morphosyntactic 
Realization

Pronunciation
site/position

Historical 
development/source

Grammatical
interaction
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Parameter 2: Position
Clause periphery

(7)

RealizationRealization

Parameters for typological variations

PositionPosition SourceSource InteractionInteraction
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Parameter 2: Position
Clause periphery

(8)

RealizationRealization

Parameters for typological variations

PositionPosition SourceSource InteractionInteraction
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Parameter 2: Position
Below Q/C

(9)

RealizationRealization

Parameters for typological variations

PositionPosition SourceSource InteractionInteraction
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Parameter 2: Position
Below Q/C

(10)

RealizationRealization

Parameters for typological variations

PositionPosition SourceSource InteractionInteraction
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Parameter 2: Position
Below Q/C

(11)

RealizationRealization

Parameters for typological variations

PositionPosition SourceSource InteractionInteraction
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Parameter 2: Position
Below T/Realis

(12) Burmese

b.

RealizationRealization

Parameters for typological variations

PositionPosition SourceSource InteractionInteraction
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Parameter 2: Position
Below T/Realis

(13)

RealizationRealization

Parameters for typological variations

PositionPosition SourceSource InteractionInteraction
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Parameter 2: Position
Below T/Realis

(14)

RealizationRealization

Parameters for typological variations

PositionPosition SourceSource InteractionInteraction
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Parameter 2: Position
Inside a VV-compound

(15)

RealizationRealization

Parameters for typological variations

PositionPosition SourceSource InteractionInteraction
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Parameter 2: Position
Multiple AH constructions

(16) Contemporary Japanese

RealizationRealization

Parameters for typological variations

PositionPosition SourceSource InteractionInteraction
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Parameter 2: Position
Multiple AH constructions

(17) Middle Japanese

RealizationRealization

Parameters for typological variations

PositionPosition SourceSource InteractionInteraction
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Typological parameters

RealizationRealization

Parameters for typological variations

PositionPosition SourceSource InteractionInteraction

Addressee honorifics

Morphosyntactic 
Realization

Pronunciation
site/position

Historical 
development/source

Grammatical
interaction
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Parameter 3: Source
Phi-feature (Number)

(18)

RealizationRealization

Parameters for typological variations

PositionPosition SourceSource InteractionInteraction
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Parameter 3: Source
Content honorifics

(19) Middle Japanese –ma(w)iras: an object-honorific high-applicative marker

RealizationRealization

Parameters for typological variations

PositionPosition SourceSource InteractionInteraction
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Parameter 3: Source
Content honorifics

(20) Middle Japanese –maras: an addressee-honorific marker

RealizationRealization

Parameters for typological variations

PositionPosition SourceSource InteractionInteraction
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Typological parameters

RealizationRealization

Parameters for typological variations

PositionPosition SourceSource InteractionInteraction

Addressee honorifics

Morphosyntactic 
Realization

Pronunciation
site/position

Historical 
development/source

Grammatical
interaction
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Parameter 4: Interaction with other grammatical elements
Ban of a second-person subject

(21)

RealizationRealization

Parameters for typological variations

PositionPosition SourceSource InteractionInteraction
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Parameter 4: Interaction with other grammatical elements
Ban of a second-person subject

(22) Punjabi (Kaur and Yamada 2021)

RealizationRealization

Parameters for typological variations

PositionPosition SourceSource InteractionInteraction
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Parameter 4: Interaction with other grammatical elements
*Ban of a second-person subject

(23) Japanese (Kaur and Yamada 2021)

RealizationRealization

Parameters for typological variations

PositionPosition SourceSource InteractionInteraction



PART II

Honorific verbal suffixes and 

second-person honorific subjects

Theoretical approach

Joint-project with Gurmeet Kaur (Georg-August Universität Göttingen)

Based on our work Kaur and Yamada (2021, to appear)
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AllocutivityAllocutivity

Allocutivity

(1)

Division 1Division 1 Division 2Division 2 GoalGoal

IntroIntro Existing analysisExisting analysis -mas-mas pronounspronouns ConclusionConclusionmismatchmismatch
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Division 1: Interaction with the 2P subject
Group 1

AllocutivityAllocutivity Division 1Division 1 Division 2Division 2 GoalGoal

1Introduction

IntroIntro Existing analysisExisting analysis -mas-mas pronounspronouns ConclusionConclusionmismatchmismatch
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Group 2
Division 1: Interaction with the 2P subject

AllocutivityAllocutivity Division 1Division 1 Division 2Division 2 GoalGoal

1Introduction

IntroIntro Existing analysisExisting analysis -mas-mas pronounspronouns ConclusionConclusionmismatchmismatch
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Division 2: Mismatch

AllocutivityAllocutivity Division 1Division 1 Division 2Division 2 GoalGoal

1Introduction

IntroIntro Existing analysisExisting analysis -mas-mas pronounspronouns ConclusionConclusionmismatchmismatch
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Goal

AllocutivityAllocutivity Division 1Division 1 Division 2Division 2 GoalGoal

1Introduction

IntroIntro Existing analysisExisting analysis -mas-mas pronounspronouns ConclusionConclusionmismatchmismatch
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2 Existing analyses



2 Existing analysis
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Performative hypothesis

Speas and Tenny 2003;
Sigurðsson 2004;
Haegeman and Hill 2013;
Hill 2014;
Miyagawa 2012, 2017;
Zu 2015, 2018;
Slocum 2016;
Thoma 2016;
Portner et al. 2019;
Yamada 2019

Speaker

Hearer TP

Performative hypothesisPerformative hypothesis Group 1Group 1 Group 2Group 2

IntroIntro Existing analysisExisting analysis -mas-mas pronounspronouns ConclusionConclusionmismatchmismatch
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Performative hypothesisPerformative hypothesis Group 1Group 1

Group 1

Group 2Group 2

2 Existing analysis

IntroIntro Existing analysisExisting analysis -mas-mas pronounspronouns ConclusionConclusionmismatchmismatch

- Pronoun = bound by HR

- Addressee agreement is barred if another expression of 

the addressee triggers agreement on the verb.

pronoun
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Group 1

Performative hypothesisPerformative hypothesis Group 1Group 1 Group 2Group 2

2 Existing analysis

IntroIntro Existing analysisExisting analysis -mas-mas pronounspronouns ConclusionConclusionmismatchmismatch
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Group 2

Performative hypothesisPerformative hypothesis Group 1Group 1 Group 2Group 2

2 Existing analysis

IntroIntro Existing analysisExisting analysis -mas-mas pronounspronouns ConclusionConclusionmismatchmismatch
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3 Honorificity mismatches in Group 2: 
Japanese
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Mismatch in Japanese

HON:+/HON:+HON:+/HON:+ HON:--/HON:+HON:--/HON:+ HON:+/HON:--HON:+/HON:-- HON:--/HON:+HON:--/HON:+

IntroIntro Existing analysisExisting analysis -mas-mas pronounspronouns ConclusionConclusionmismatchmismatch
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Mismatch in Japanese

3 Honorificity mismatches in Group 2: Japanese

HON:+/HON:+HON:+/HON:+ HON:--/HON:+HON:--/HON:+ HON:+/HON:--HON:+/HON:-- HON:--/HON:+HON:--/HON:+

IntroIntro Existing analysisExisting analysis -mas-mas pronounspronouns ConclusionConclusionmismatchmismatch
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Mismatch in Japanese

3 Honorificity mismatches in Group 2: Japanese
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Mismatch in Japanese

3 Honorificity mismatches in Group 2: Japanese

HON:+/HON:+HON:+/HON:+ HON:--/HON:+HON:--/HON:+ HON:+/HON:--HON:+/HON:-- HON:--/HON:+HON:--/HON:+
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4 Morphosyntax of -mas
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Previous analysis

Miyagawa (2017)Miyagawa (2017) FeatureFeature PositionPosition

IntroIntro Existing analysisExisting analysis -mas-mas pronounspronouns ConclusionConclusionmismatchmismatch
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Previous analysis
Feature

Position

“[the sentence with -mas is] uttered to

an addressee who is socially superior

to the speaker (Miyagawa 2017).”

⸱ Status: Sp < Hr

⸱ -mas is located at C, which then moves

to SA, so it can c-command the Hr.

4 Morphosyntax of -mas

Miyagawa (2017)Miyagawa (2017) FeatureFeature PositionPosition

IntroIntro Existing analysisExisting analysis -mas-mas pronounspronouns ConclusionConclusionmismatchmismatch

Miyagawa (2012, 2017)
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Feature: Is it sensitive to the Social Hierarchy?

4 Morphosyntax of -mas

Miyagawa (2017)Miyagawa (2017) FeatureFeature PositionPosition

IntroIntro Existing analysisExisting analysis -mas-mas pronounspronouns ConclusionConclusionmismatchmismatch
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Feature: Is it sensitive to the Social Hierarchy?

4 Morphosyntax of -mas

Miyagawa (2017)Miyagawa (2017) FeatureFeature PositionPosition

IntroIntro Existing analysisExisting analysis -mas-mas pronounspronouns ConclusionConclusionmismatchmismatch
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Position: Does it appear in left periphery?

4 Morphosyntax of -mas

Miyagawa (2017)Miyagawa (2017) FeatureFeature PositionPosition

IntroIntro Existing analysisExisting analysis -mas-mas pronounspronouns ConclusionConclusionmismatchmismatch
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Position: Does it appear in left periphery?

4 Morphosyntax of -mas

Miyagawa (2017)Miyagawa (2017) FeatureFeature PositionPosition

IntroIntro Existing analysisExisting analysis -mas-mas pronounspronouns ConclusionConclusionmismatchmismatch
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Position: Does it appear in left periphery?

4 Morphosyntax of -mas

Miyagawa (2017)Miyagawa (2017) FeatureFeature PositionPosition

IntroIntro Existing analysisExisting analysis -mas-mas pronounspronouns ConclusionConclusionmismatchmismatch
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Position: Does it appear in left periphery?

4 Morphosyntax of -mas

Miyagawa (2017)Miyagawa (2017) FeatureFeature PositionPosition

IntroIntro Existing analysisExisting analysis -mas-mas pronounspronouns ConclusionConclusionmismatchmismatch
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Position: Does it appear in left periphery?

4 Morphosyntax of -mas

Miyagawa (2017)Miyagawa (2017) FeatureFeature PositionPosition

IntroIntro Existing analysisExisting analysis -mas-mas pronounspronouns ConclusionConclusionmismatchmismatch
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Position: Does it appear in left periphery?

4 Morphosyntax of -mas

Miyagawa (2017)Miyagawa (2017) FeatureFeature PositionPosition

IntroIntro Existing analysisExisting analysis -mas-mas pronounspronouns ConclusionConclusionmismatchmismatch
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Position: Does it appear in left periphery?

4 Morphosyntax of -mas

Miyagawa (2017)Miyagawa (2017) FeatureFeature PositionPosition

IntroIntro Existing analysisExisting analysis -mas-mas pronounspronouns ConclusionConclusionmismatchmismatch
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Position: Does it appear in left periphery?

Agreement

4 Morphosyntax of -mas

Miyagawa (2017)Miyagawa (2017) FeatureFeature PositionPosition

IntroIntro Existing analysisExisting analysis -mas-mas pronounspronouns ConclusionConclusionmismatchmismatch
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Previous analysis Miyagawa (2012, 2017)

Feature

Position

“[the sentence with -mas is] uttered to

an addressee who is socially superior

to the speaker (Miyagawa 2017).”

⸱ Status: Sp < Hr

⸱ -mas is located at C, which then moves

to SA, so it can c-command the Hr.

4 Morphosyntax of -mas

Miyagawa (2017)Miyagawa (2017) FeatureFeature PositionPosition

IntroIntro Existing analysisExisting analysis -mas-mas pronounspronouns ConclusionConclusionmismatchmismatch
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Proposal

Agreement

4 Morphosyntax of -mas

Miyagawa (2017)Miyagawa (2017) FeatureFeature PositionPosition

Feature

Position

⸱ Politeness: < SP, +, HR >

⸱ -mas is NOT located at C, but

somewhere below T, which establishes

an agreement relation with c.

IntroIntro Existing analysisExisting analysis -mas-mas pronounspronouns ConclusionConclusionmismatchmismatch
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5 The Japanese pronominal system
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Basic facts: Japanese pronouns

Basic factsBasic facts Hypothesis 1Hypothesis 1 Hypothesis 2Hypothesis 2 Hypothesis 3Hypothesis 3

IntroIntro Existing analysisExisting analysis -mas-mas pronounspronouns ConclusionConclusionmismatchmismatch
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Basic facts: Japanese pronouns

5 The Japanese pronominal system

Basic factsBasic facts Hypothesis 1Hypothesis 1 Hypothesis 2Hypothesis 2 Hypothesis 3Hypothesis 3

IntroIntro Existing analysisExisting analysis -mas-mas pronounspronouns ConclusionConclusionmismatchmismatch
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Basic facts: Japanese pronouns

5 The Japanese pronominal system

Basic factsBasic facts Hypothesis 1Hypothesis 1 Hypothesis 2Hypothesis 2 Hypothesis 3Hypothesis 3
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Basic facts: Japanese pronouns

5 The Japanese pronominal system

Basic factsBasic facts Hypothesis 1Hypothesis 1 Hypothesis 2Hypothesis 2 Hypothesis 3Hypothesis 3
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Basic facts: Japanese pronouns

5 The Japanese pronominal system

Basic factsBasic facts Hypothesis 1Hypothesis 1 Hypothesis 2Hypothesis 2 Hypothesis 3Hypothesis 3
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Hypothesis 1 (to be rejected)

5 The Japanese pronominal system

Basic factsBasic facts Hypothesis 1Hypothesis 1 Hypothesis 2Hypothesis 2 Hypothesis 3Hypothesis 3

IntroIntro Existing analysisExisting analysis -mas-mas pronounspronouns ConclusionConclusionmismatchmismatch
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Hypothesis 1 (to be rejected)

5 The Japanese pronominal system

Basic factsBasic facts Hypothesis 1Hypothesis 1 Hypothesis 2Hypothesis 2 Hypothesis 3Hypothesis 3
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Hypothesis 1 (to be rejected)

5 The Japanese pronominal system
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Hypothesis 2 (to be rejected)

5 The Japanese pronominal system

Basic factsBasic facts Hypothesis 1Hypothesis 1 Hypothesis 2Hypothesis 2 Hypothesis 3Hypothesis 3

IntroIntro Existing analysisExisting analysis -mas-mas pronounspronouns ConclusionConclusionmismatchmismatch



Mar. 12, 2021
Osaka University/ZAS International Joint Research 

Promotion Program 1 st Workshop 2021
80

Hypothesis 2 (to be rejected)

5 The Japanese pronominal system

Basic factsBasic facts Hypothesis 1Hypothesis 1 Hypothesis 2Hypothesis 2 Hypothesis 3Hypothesis 3

IntroIntro Existing analysisExisting analysis -mas-mas pronounspronouns ConclusionConclusionmismatchmismatch
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Hypothesis 3 (our proposal)

5 The Japanese pronominal system

Basic factsBasic facts Hypothesis 1Hypothesis 1 Hypothesis 2Hypothesis 2 Hypothesis 3Hypothesis 3

IntroIntro Existing analysisExisting analysis -mas-mas pronounspronouns ConclusionConclusionmismatchmismatch
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Hypothesis 3 (our proposal)

5 The Japanese pronominal system
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Compatibility with other facts

5 The Japanese pronominal system

Basic factsBasic facts Hypothesis 1Hypothesis 1 Hypothesis 2Hypothesis 2 Hypothesis 3Hypothesis 3
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Compatibility with other facts

5 The Japanese pronominal system
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